It was the advent of the Advanced Trauma Life Support system in 1978 that formalised the use of a prescribed series of plain radiographs in the management and assessment of major trauma. Since then the role of imaging in the management of injured patients has advance inexorably. Few of us now would wish to manage major trauma without ready access to computed tomography, which probably represents the single greatest advancement in diagnostic quality in trauma. Where ultrasound fits into trauma algorithms is still up for debate, but FAST scans feature in the workup in many major trauma centres.
Perhaps the greatest advance is the role of interventional radiology. The whole history of interventional radiology is only 50 years old but in that time it has revolutionised many aspects of medical care across just about every speciality and trauma is no exception.
This special edition of TRAUMA has focussed entirely on the role of imaging. It covers the spectrum of anatomical injury from the skull base to skeletal extremities. One article specifically attends to the role of endovascular management of extremity injury, whilst the articles on pelvic injury and thoracic trauma both deal with the spectrum of possibilities for radiological therapeutic intervention. In 2014, it is fair to say that radiologists form part not only of the diagnostic trauma team but the therapeutic one also -and most welcome they are too.
We hope you enjoy this collection of review articles which constitute a contemporary reference library of the role of imaging in trauma.
